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COMMITTEE COMMENTSCOMMITTEE COMMENTSCOMMITTEE COMMENTS

On behalf of everyone at Ince Rose Bridge, a very warm welcome is extended to the
players, officials, and passionate supporters of Ashton Bears ARLFC, who have made the
short hop across the borough for what promises to be an exciting National Conference
League (NCL) encounter. 

Since their formation in 1987, Ashton Bears have been proudly providing rugby league
opportunities for men, women, and children of all ages in their local community. Having
spent most of their history competing in the North West Men’s League until 2026, they’ve
shown tremendous resilience—overcoming the devastating clubhouse fire of February 2014
that destroyed their facilities—and have risen from the ashes to embrace a new era in the
National Community Rugby League (NCRL) North West. 

This season has posed its challenges, with the Bears managing only one win in their last
seven outings. However, a much-improved performance at Bear Park just over a week ago
saw them earn a hard-fought 26–26 draw against Clock Face, showing clear signs of
progression. 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all our sponsors, advertisers, and loyal supporters for their
continued backing throughout the season. Your support is vital — without it, maintaining an
open-age team would simply not be possible. 

Finally, may today’s game be played in the true spirit of rugby league — with sportsmanship,
discipline, and respect. Best of luck to both sides, and may the best team win. 

 

Tony Sanby 

  

 







TODAY ' STODAY ' S

OPPOSITION OPPOSITION 
ASHTON BEARS ARLFC 

Founded in the heart of Ashton-under-Lyne, Ashton Bears ARLFC has long been a
proud part of the local rugby league community. Built on passion, hard work, and
local talent, the club has grown into one of the area’s most respected amateur
sides.

From its early days, the Bears have been committed to giving local players the
chance to play and develop in the sport, creating a strong identity rooted in
community and teamwork.

Growth & Development
Over the decades, Ashton Bears have steadily built their reputation across the
North West. A key strength of the club has always been its junior system, which
continues to produce talented players who progress through the ranks into senior
rugby - and in some cases, into the professional game.

The club’s commitment to development ensures a bright future while maintaining
strong links to its past.

On-Field Success
Ashton Bears have enjoyed success across multiple competitions, particularly
within regional leagues such as the North West Counties Rugby League.

Highlights include:
Multiple league titles and promotions
Strong performances in cup competitions
Regularly competing at a high level in amateur rugby league
Known for their physical style and team spirit, the Bears are always a tough side to
face.





R E I G N I T I N G  R E I G N I T I N G  

RIVALRIESRIVALRIES
While both clubs are now locked in the NCL North West Conference, their
journeys to the top of the amateur game followed two very different paths.

The Standard Bearers: Ince Rose Bridge

Since the mid-1980s, Pinfold Street has been a fortress of the National
Conference League. The "Bridge" is the traditional powerhouse of the area,
known for a rugged, physical style of play that has acted as a production line
for professional talent for decades.

The Glory Days: Supporters still talk about the 1982–83 season, when the
club captured its first BARLA Lancashire Cup with a dominant 25–5 win over
Crosfields. They repeated the feat in 2001, cementing their status as
amateur royalty.

The Modern Powerhouse: Ashton Bears

If the Bridge is the "Old Guard," the Bears are the modern expansionists.
Originally a dominant force in the North West Men’s League (NWML), their rise
has been fueled by a massive junior network and a "never-say-die" expansive
playing style.

The Turning Point: The 2007–08 Lancashire Cup Final was the moment the
Bears truly arrived. Though they didn't take the trophy that day, it signaled
their transition from a regional side to a national threat.





CRAIG SANBYCRAIG SANBY

Player CommentsPlayer Comments
INCE ROSE BRIDGE OPEN AGE

Today we’ll be hosting Ashton bears which promises to be another tough test for us.
Ashton are a team we don’t know much about as are paths hasn’t crossed in a

competitive game for a f ew years now, personally the last time I remember playing a
competitive game against them was down here in the Ken gee cup about 15 years ago.
We know there’s no easy games in this league and anyone can beat anyone and today’s

no different. 

Today we’re hoping to kick start are season of  in this league, from the very first league
game we haven’t managed to put together a performance, that matched are games in
are pre season friendlies and the challenge cup run. It’s been a frustrating start for

everyone involved players and coaches, but trainings been positive and numbers have
been good, all pointing in the right direction for a good win. 

Lastly from me and all the lads we want say a massive thanks to Peter trellfall, after a
few years in the role and winning promotion with the open age Peter has decided to

step back from his coaching role.
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GAME UPDATE GAME UPDATE 
A TeamA Team

INCE ROSE BRIDGE 36 - 18 WESTHOUGHTON LIONS 

Our most recent outing against Westhoughton A-Team was a showcase of tactical
discipline. Facing a large, experienced pack and a side with dangerous outside
backs, the lads remained focused and executed the gameplan to a tee. Our
completion rates were high, and we defended with real grit to keep the pressure on
the opposition.

Key Scoring Highlights:

Alex Crompton, a recent signing from Wigan St. Pats, made an immediate
impact by crossing for our first try on his debut.
Callum Martin was in clinical form, securing a superb hat-trick.
Callum Wilson and Brodie Lee Butler both added tries to reward our dominant
field position.
While the kicking tee proved a challenge - with only one conversion hitting the
mark—our try-scoring prowess ensured we stayed in control.

Save the Date: The Double Header

We have a massive day of rugby league coming up on May 23rd, 2026. We
encourage all fans to get down to the Bridge for a double header of cup action:

A-Team vs. Ashton 2nd Team (Cup)
1st Team vs. Blackbrook (BARLA National Cup)

Your support is vital for these young players as they continue their development in
the claret and blue. Up the Bridge!





JOIN OUR A team TODAY

INCE ROSE BRIDGE

WHY CHOOSEWHY CHOOSE

BRIDGEBRIDGE
Outstanding facilities

Great team environment

Injured players fund

Fantastic social scene

Pay as you play

Kit and leisurewear provided

Pathway to 1st team

a club on the rise

Training : Tuesdays & Thursdays 7pm - 8pm
Pinfold St, Ince, Wigan



COACHES COMMENTSCOACHES COMMENTS  COACHES COMMENTS 
Keiron Malone 

A Special Thanks to Peter Threlfall

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation to Peter
Threlfall, who has been coaching with us for the past few years. Peter brought a
unique, tough training style that challenged the lads and allowed them to develop
their individual games- a process that led us to two finals in the last two years.
Peter has recently stepped down due to family and work commitments. At IRB, we
fully support any member of our community who makes this difficult decision. He
has been an asset to the team and will be sorely missed by everyone at the club.

Friday Night Lights: 1st Team vs. Ashton

It’s no secret that our form this year has been hit and miss. We haven't quite been
firing on all cylinders, but the response from the players this week has been
fantastic. We’ve had a great week of training where the lads have taken
accountability and set straight exactly where we have been going wrong.

We welcome Ashton this Friday, a side we haven't faced in numerous years. We
know it will be a physical and tough encounter, especially given the success they
have enjoyed in the NWML over the last few seasons.

Match Day Notes:

Squad Changes: We have a few changes to the lineup this Friday, giving some
players a fresh opportunity to step up.
Supporter Impact: This is set to be a great game for the fans, and your support
on the touchline is more important than ever as we look to find our rhythm.





2026 COMPETITIONS2026 COMPETITIONS2026 COMPETITIONS



Come visit us today, and find the flooring for you!

144-146 WARRINGTON ROAD

WIGAN

LANCASHIRE

WN3 4LU

01942 205794JKNV

230 PALL MALL

CHORLEY

LANCASHIRE

PR72LH

01257 410485

PALLMALLCARPETS.CO.UK
PALLMALLCARPETS@GMAIL.COM

OPEN
MON - SAT : 9AM - 5PM

Pall Mall Carpets Ltd. is a family run
business based in the North-West,

specializing in
Carpets, Laminate, Viynl, LVT & Beds



2026 FIXTURES
INCE ROSE BRIDGE OPEN AGE

March
Sat 7th - Orrell St James HOME
Sat 14th -Crosfields AWAY
Sat 21st - Leigh East HOME
Sat 28th - Saddleworth Rangers AWAY

April
Sat 11th - Blackbrook HOME
Sat 25th - Woolston Rovers AWAY

May
Sat 9th - Ashton Bears HOME
Sat 16th - Clock Face Miners AWAY

June
Sat 6th - Saddleworth Rangers HOME
Sat 13th - Leigh East AWAY
Sat 27th - Woolston Rovers HOME

Sat 4th - Ashton Bears AWAY
Sat 11th - Orrell St James AWAY
Sat 25th - Clock Face Miners HOME

July

August
Sat 8th - Crosfields HOME
Sat 22nd - Blackbrook AWAY

National Conference North West

Sponsorship available 
for all HOME fixtures.
Speak to club staff or contact the clubs
social media team for further info





2026 FIXTURES
INCE ROSE BRIDGE OPEN AGE

Sat 2nd - National Cup Round 1
                   Vs Clock Face Miners HOME
sat 23rd - National Cup Round 2

Sat 18th - National Cup Round 3

May

Sat  1st - National Cup Quarter final
Sat 15th - National Cup Semi Final

September
Sat 5th - Play-Off Round 1
Sat 12th - Play-Off Round 2
Sat 19th - Play-Off Round 3
Sat 26th - Play-Off Quarter Final

Sat 10th - Play-Off Semi Final
Sat 17th - Play-Off Grand Final
Sat 31st - National Cup Final

July

August

National Cup and League Play-Offs

Sponsorship available 
for all HOME fixtures.
Speak to club staff or contact the clubs
social media team for further info

October





Sat 7th March Vs Orrell 

Sat 21st March Vs Leigh East

Sat 11th April Vs Blackbrook

Sat 2nd May Vs Clock Face

Sat 9th May Vs Ashton Bears

Sat 6th June Vs Saddleworth

Sat 27th June Vs Woolston

Sat 25th July Vs Clock Face

Sat 8th August Vs Crosfields

MATCHDAY SPONSORMATCHDAY SPONSORMATCHDAY SPONSOR

Come and show your support byCome and show your support by
sponsoring The Bridge andsponsoring The Bridge and
promoting your businesspromoting your business

Come and show your support by
sponsoring The Bridge and
promoting your business
For further information please message

CHAD BURROWS

Home Win
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INCE ROSE BRIDGE
OPEN AGE
Player Sponsors Player Sponsors 

Jack 
Morrison

Mason
Fillingham

Craig 
Sanby

Jack
Metcalfe

Keiron
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Brodie-Lee
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Keegan
Boyd

peter 
Valentine



1 Mason Fillingham 
2 Jack Berry
3 Jamie Malone 
4 Peter Valentine 
5 Callum Hughes 
6 Keiron Eccleston 
7 Matty Gaskell 
8 Reece Cunningham 
9 Byron Aspinall 
10 Boyd Wilson 
11 Casey Shaw
12 Brodie Lee Butler 
13 Kyle Malone 

MATCHDAY SQUAD
14 Jack Morrison 
15 Kallem Rodgers 
16 Eli Stienberg 
17 Danny Dainty

COACHES 
Darren Blackley 
Keiron Malone 

FIRST AID
Megan Bragg





Our Services

Cable Percussive
Rotary Drilling

Window Samoling
Soak Away Testing
Dynamic Proabing
Trial Pit Excavation





Spotlight on Ince Rose Bridge Sports and Community Club Rugby Pathways

At Ince Rose Bridge Sports and Community Club, rugby is more than just a game — it’s a journey that welcomes everyone, from toddlers taking their
first steps onto the pitch to seasoned players who still lace up their boots for the love of the sport. Here’s a look at the vital sections that make up our

rugby family:

Mini Bridgers – First Steps into Rugby

The Mini Bridgers are our youngest group, introducing children to the basics of rugby through fun, inclusive, and engaging activities. Focused on
building confidence, coordination, and social skills, this is where the love for the game begins. It’s non-contact, play-focused, and perfect for

developing early interest in team sport.
Contact Dean Kenny 07460348497

Ince Rose Bridge Junior Rugby – Growing Through the Game

Our junior teams form the core of the club’s player development pathway. Ranging from Under 7s to Under 18s, they learn the values of teamwork,
discipline, respect, and perseverance. These squads are coached with an emphasis on skill development, enjoyment, and preparation for the

transition into adult rugby. Many of our senior players started right here.
Contact Dean Kenny 07460348497

Rose Bridge Pantheresses – Girls Making Their Mark

The Pantheresses are our dedicated girls’ teams, providing a supportive and empowering environment for young women to thrive in rugby. With
growing numbers and strong community backing, the Pantheresses are helping to pave the way for girls’ rugby in the region, offering a pathway from

grassroots to competitive levels in a sport that’s becoming more inclusive every year.
Contact Dean Kenny 07460348497

Ince Rose Bridge PDRL – Rugby for All Abilities

Our Physical Disability Rugby League (PDRL) team is a testament to our belief that rugby should be for everyone. Designed for players with physical
disabilities, PDRL offers the chance to play competitively while celebrating what players can do. It’s an inspiring, high-energy form of the game that

promotes inclusion, teamwork, and personal growth.
Contact Scott Winstanley 07973 522351

Open Age Rugby – The Heart of Competitive Rugby

Open Age is where youth development meets senior competition. It’s the platform for players aged 18 and above to represent the club at a
competitive level, with a strong tradition of pride, resilience, and community spirit. Whether they’re lifelong members or new signings, these players

embody the strength and identity of Ince Rose Bridge on and off the field. The Open Age squad is a vital link between our junior ranks and our broader
ambitions in the rugby league.

Contact Peter Threlfall 07523 852844 

Ince Rose Bridge Masters – The Game Never Ends

The Masters team is where the passion for rugby continues well into adulthood. Aimed at players aged 35 and over, Masters Rugby is played in a
modified, safer format that allows former players—and even those new to the sport—to keep playing. It’s about camaraderie, fitness, and enjoying the

sport without the pressures of competition.
Carl Sargent 07453 012817

One Club, Many Paths

From beginners to veterans, girls and boys, players of all abilities and backgrounds — every team at Ince Rose Bridge plays a part in building a strong,
inclusive rugby community. We’re proud of each group and grateful for the volunteers, coaches, families, and players who make it all happen.

Together, we are the Ince Rose Bridge Rugby Section





🚨 Ince Rose Bridge Sports & Community Club is Recruiting! 🚨
We’re thrilled to announce that both our Rugby and Football

sections are recruiting for 2025! 
🌟 Rugby Section - Now Recruiting For:

 • Minis
 • Girls Rugby

 • Juniors
 • LDRL (Learning Disability Rugby League)

 • Open Age
 • Masters

🌟 Football Section - Now Recruiting For:
 • Open Age

 • Juniors

Whether you’re stepping onto the pitch for the first
time or you’re a seasoned player, there’s a place for

YOU at Ince Rose Bridge!

📩 Get in contact, and we’ll point you in the right
direction for the team you require.

Join a club that’s all about community, teamwork,
and passion for sport. Let’s make 2025 unforgettable

together! 💪

#InceRoseBridge #RugbyLeague #Football #OneClub
#CommunitySports #InclusiveTeams





Unit 1, Markland Street, WN1 3BT (Former Bulldog Tools Site)





CLUB CODE OF CONDUCT
Highlight on Player, Coaches, Parents and Spectator Conduct

Ince Rose Bridge Sports and Community Club is committed to fostering a welcoming, inclusive, and safe
environment for all members, participants, volunteers, and supporters. As a community-driven organisation,

we uphold the values of respect, integrity, and fair play in all aspects of our operations. 

Respect for All: Treat everyone with dignity and fairness. Avoid discriminatory language and behaviours. 

Sportsmanship and Fair Play: Display good sportsmanship on and off the field. Follow rules and accept outcomes 
graciously. 

Positive Communication: Communicate respectfully. Resolve conflicts calmly and avoid negative commentary. 

Personal Conduct: Uphold the club's reputation. Refrain from violence, abuse, or illegal substances. 

Spectator Conduct: 

Respect for All: Treat everyone with dignity and fairness. Avoid discriminatory language and behaviours. 

Positive Communication: Communicate respectfully with members, officials, and volunteers. 

Personal Conduct: Uphold the club's reputation. Refrain from violence, abuse, or aggressive behaviour. 

Coach Conduct: 

Role Model: Demonstrate positive behaviour and sportsmanship. Set a good example for players. 

Positive Reinforcement: Encourage and support all players. Provide constructive feedback. 

Respect for All: Treat all participants, officials, and volunteers with respect. Avoid discriminatory language and 
behaviours. 

Personal Conduct: Uphold the club's reputation. Refrain from violence, abuse, or illegal substances. 

Parent Conduct: 

Supportive Behaviour: Encourage and support all players, including opponents. Avoid negative or critical 
comments. 

Respect for All: Treat everyone with dignity and fairness. Avoid discriminatory language and behaviours. 

Positive Communication: Communicate respectfully with coaches, officials, and other parents. 

Personal Conduct: Uphold the club's reputation. Refrain from violence, abuse, or aggressive behaviour. 

Approved by Ince Rose Bridge Sports and Community Club Committee 

We have summarised the key points of Player, Coaches, Parents and Spectator conduct from the main
Club Code of Conduct belowt

Player Conduct: 

Important Notice : Following recent incidents within the game of Amatuer Rugby League and
Respect and Discipline Updates sent out from the RFL to all clubs, we would like to reiterate we

will not tolerate any behaviour that breaches this code. Non-compliance may result in disciplinary
action, including suspension.



RESPECT

OPEN AGE

MASTERS

JUNIORS

LDRL

OFFICIALS OPPOSITION

Integrity, Discipline, Inclusivity, Regard, Consideration

EACH OTHER
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